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and future Viking students. Major 
academic improvements during his 
term included the expansion of the 
Advanced Placement program and 
the creation of the International 
Baccalaureate Prep Academy, H-F 
IB Diploma Programme, and the 
Media, Visual & Performing Arts 
Academy. Major facility improve-
ments have included the renovation 
of Viking Broadcasting studios and 
classrooms, the Mall Auditorium, 
the campus greenhouse and the 
H-F Fieldhouse. His latest facility 
project was the construction of a new 
building for the H-F Music program 
and Performing Arts Center and the 
renovation of Visual Art classrooms.
    Most importantly, Dr. Mansfield 
mentored hundreds of teachers and 
administrators, and he guided near-
ly 14,000 students onto their post-
high school lives and careers, includ-
ing — with help from his wife, Tina 
— his own three children: Vonzell, 
Lauren & Elyse. Throughout his 
inspiring career, Dr. Mansfield 
maintained a passion for helping 
students succeed and reach their 
full potential. His positive influence, 
dedication and careful planning will 
ensure that H-F and its students 
thrive long into the future. •

He earned his second ISBE Those 
Who Excel Award in 2020 and was 
named an IASA Superintendent of 
Distinction in 2022.

    Under his leadership H-F earned 
its third U.S. Department of Educa-
tion Blue Ribbon Award and always 
maintained a balanced budget, all 
while growing programs, oppor-
tunities and facilities for current 
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“I want to recognize and 
thank Dr. Mansfield for 
extending to all of us — 
students, teachers, staff, 

administrators, board and 
community members, and 
other district stakeholders 
— the benefit of his wisdom, 

his 30+ years experience 
as an educator, his mastery 
of school finance, and his 

fierce advocacy for 
principles of diversity, 
inclusion and equity.” 

— D233 Board of Education
President Gerald Pauling

         A LOOK BACK: DR. VON MANSFIELD

Dr. Mansfield addressed his last H-F High 
School graduating class on May 29, 2022.

After 34 years serving families 
and students in Illinois and 

Wisconsin — including 21 years 
leading at H-F — Dr. Von Mans-

field retired this June. He started 
out in education as a Science teacher 
in Milwaukee, following a bachelor’s 
degree in Education from the U. 
of Wisconsin - Madison and a few 
years competing as a professional 

football player for the 
Green Bay Packers and 
Philadelphia Eagles. 
Even though he was 
recruited to play in the 
NFL as a college junior, 
he knew the importance 
of education and would 

return to Madison in the off-season 
to complete his degree.
    He arrived at District 233 as 
the H-F principal in 2001-02, after 
serving other districts as a school 
counselor, coach, dean of students, 
assistant principal and principal. He 
received an Illinois State Board of 
Education (ISBE)Those Who Excel 
Award as principal in 2005. He was 
then appointed District 233 superin-
tendent in the 2008-09 school year. 

Superintendent retires after 21 years at H-F

Visiting with alumnae in the H-F Library 
at an event in 2012



The pandemic changed many things in the world, but it did not change 
District 233’s commitment to fine arts education. As students and staff 

attended classes remotely in fall 2020, new classrooms and spaces were 
ready for their return. The South Building Fine Arts Expansion Project 
included the addition of a new music wing, featuring new practice rooms, 
equipment rooms, teacher offices, and three new, natural-light classrooms, 
including a choir room (shown above).

When the music classes moved into 
the new wing, it allowed the op-
portunity to lift up the visual art 

classrooms from the school’s base-
ment level into renovated, bright 
spaces. Four visual art classrooms 
now reside in this revised wing, 
offering classes such as Graphic 

Design (at left).

The project also included the addi-
tion of the new Performing Arts 

Center. This modular theatre space 
connects new dressing rooms with 
the main theatre classrooms, which 
links to the backstage of the Mall 
Auditorium. In the 2021-22 school 
year, this space was used for class-
es, as well as meetings, rehearsals 
and smaller theatre productions. •

New turf fields for 
Viking ballplayers

The Viking Baseball program re-
ceived a boost with a new reno-
vations this spring, which featured 
a new turf infield, dugouts, LED 
lighting, scoreboards and a badly 
needed drainage and irrigation 
system. 

The Varsity Field for Viking Softball 
also received a new turf infield, 
scoreboard, fencing, curbing, 
draining system and LED lighting to 
allow for later playing times. 

The Viking Boosters held a fund-
raiser in January with Chicago 
White Sox Play-by-Play Announcer 
Jason Benetti, ‘01, as the keynote 
speaker.  This past spring then H-F 
hosted the IHSA Softball Regional; 
next spring in 2023, H-F hopes to 
host the IHSA Baseball Regional to 
showcase these updated facilities. 

        ALUMNI UPDATE                          A LOOK BACK: CAMPUS IMPROVEMENTS
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Fine Arts facilities added to South Building
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        A LOOK FORWARD: NEW ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM

Meet Superintendent 
Dr. Scott Wakeley

Dr. Wakeley is an avid runner and a proponent of positive psychology. 
You can reach him at Scott.Wakeley@HF233.org, 708-335-5500 and

follow him on Twitter @ScottWakeley.

Tell us a little about your
educational journey. I started 
my career as a school psychologist 
working for a special education coop-
erative. From there I became a dean 
of students at a small high school 
while also coaching baseball, football 
and basketball. I returned to being a 
school psychologist at the Lockport 
Area Special Education Cooperative. 
I then joined the Plainfield School 
District where I served as an ele-
mentary assistant principal and a 
middle school assistant principal 
and principal, opening two middle 
schools in my tenure. I moved to 
administration as assistant superin-
tendent for curriculum at Evergreen 
Park High School. My 19 years of 
superintendent experience began in 
the Genoa-Kingston Unit District, 
then Yorkville School District, and 
then in the Bradley-Bourbonnais 
Unit District. 

What brought you to this 
opportunity at H-F? As I sat in 
SWSC superintendent meetings, I 
would hear about the opportunities 
H-F has for students and staff: the 
incredible facilities and opportu-
nities for students; the incredible 
level of community support; and 
the incredible investment that the 
H-F community makes toward their 
school. This was something I had 
never experienced. H-F’s reputation 
as one of the top high schools in the 
country as a three-time Blue Ribbon 
School recipient represents excel-
lence. When you have an opportu-
nity to join the best, why wouldn’t 
you? The excitement of working with 
the best will continue to push and 
challenge me every day. 

Who was your favorite/most 
memorable teacher or educator? 
The most influential educator in my 
life was Voncile Krus, a rhetoric 
teacher. Her encouragement of me 
as a “good student” helped me to 
perceive myself in a new light. I’d 
always seen myself as a “good ath-
lete” who did OK in school. She was 
the first educator to tell me I was a 
good writer and that I was smart — 
and I believed her. My perception of 
myself shifted to being a scholar who 
could play baseball. I took that with 
me into college and beyond.

What are you most looking 
forward to this school year? 
Working with our new team of lead-
ers and articulating a vision to con-

tinue the tradition of excellence at 
H-F. Celebrating all who have come 
before us and building on that tradi-
tion to meet the needs of all students 
through the Profile of a Viking we 
are developing is exciting work. Our 
goal is to assure each H-F graduate 
develops the academic knowledge 
and core competencies they need to 
be successful in their Viking Voyage, 
no matter where they are headed. 

What does #WeAreHF mean to 
you? #WeAreHF means pride. I am 
proud to say I am a part of H-F. I am 
proud to celebrate our alumni and 
the unbelievable accomplishments 
of those who have come before me. I 
am proud to get to know and under-
stand how exceptional our students 
and staff are as we build the future. 
I get to go to H-F to work each day. I 
realize there are a lot of people who 
want to be in the position I am in. I 
don’t take that for granted. It is my 
job to make sure that for this gener-
ation we have prepared students to 
be proud of where they came from 
and to carry on the legacy of excel-
lence as a graduate of H-F. •



         A LOOK BACK: STATE CHAMPIONS        A LOOK FORWARD: NEW ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM

JODI BRYANT
Director of 
Human Resources

DR. LAWRENCE 
COOK
Chief School Business 
Official

DR. QUITMAN 
DILLARD
Assistant Principal

CARLA ERDEY
Director of 
Communications & 
Community Engagement

CRAIG FANTIN
Associate Principal

DR. JENNIFER 
HESTER
Director of Curriculum, 
Instruction & Profes-
sional Development

MATT LYKE
Director of 
Athletics

JIM PATTERSON
Director of Operations 
& Maintenance

STEVE 
RICHARDSON
Director of 
Information Services

JENNIFER RUDAN
Director of 
Student Supports

SHANNON
SWILLEY
Associate Principal

DR. ANGELA 
TAYLOR
Director of 
Special Education

Meet Principal 
Dr. Clinton Alexander
Dr. Clinton Alexander began 
as principal at H-F on July 1. His 
career in education began as an 
English teacher at Bloom Township 
H.S. He then went on to teach at 
Proviso East H.S., where he was 
awarded an ISBE Those Who Excel 
Award. After Proviso, he served as 
the associate principal of Curricu-
lum and Instruction at Rich East 
H.S., then as the associate principal 
of Operations at Rich South H.S. He 
was named the principal at Hillcrest 
H.S. in July 2020. He earned his 
B.A. in Communications at Eastern 
Illinois U., where he was a two-sport 
athlete (football and track), then 
he went on to earn another B.A. in 
English from Governors State U. He 
holds a master’s degree in Education 
and principal licensure from Concor-
dia U., and a doctorate in Education-
al Leadership from National Louis 
U. A second-generation educator 
from the South Suburbs, his focus is 
on advocating for student achieve-
ment and ensuring that all students 
have equitable learning experiences. 
Clinton.Alexander@HF233.org, 708-

335-5540 • Follow him @Czar423 •
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         A LOOK BACK: 2019-20 SCHOOL YEAR

The 2019-20 school year 

began in August 2019 as a 

special one — H-F’s 60th 

anniversary year — and 

ended as a historic one: 

with remote learning and a 

virtual graduation in June 

2020. Events, athletics and 
in-person classes were all 

put on hold as the 
pandemic began.

A groundbreaking cere-
mony for the Fine Arts 
expansion was held in 

August.

“...We helped bring ourselves and 

our communities through a very 

difficult time .... Know that you 

are a trailblazer; no other  

graduating class has done what 

you’ve done: you brought new 

meaning to the word surviving.” 

— H-F Student Government 
Executive Board President 

Ania Staples, ’00

The inaugural Hidden Gem 
Half-Marathoners raced through 

campus with support from our students. 

The March Rally for 
Respect Unified Basketball 
game was one of the final 

events held this year.

The one-of-a-kind Media, Visual & 
Performing Arts (MVP) Academy graduated 

its first class of students.

On the first day of school for the 2019-20 school year, no one knew how truly different 
the year would be — at H-F and around the world.
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The H-F Viking Scholars are students in the top 1% academically from the Class of 2020, based upon 
their weighted cumulative grade-point average. They are listed here alphabetically.

        A LOOK BACK: CLASS OF 2020 VIKING SCHOLARS
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         A LOOK BACK: 2020-21 SCHOOL YEAR

The 2020-21 school year 

started opposite the year 

before: remote learning first,  

followed by staggered

in-person classes by 

springtime as the pandemic 

restrictions began to lift. Our 

Vikings, teachers & staff 

persevered and did their best 

to focus on their educational 

goals.

A fall Parking Lot Band Concert re-
placed traditional indoor events.

Activities moved online, as well, 
including the IHSA Speech 

Regionals.

Ranked — the spring musical — 
turned into a video project and aired 

in town as an outdoor movie.

Fall sports — including 
Football & Cheer — 
moved to the spring 

season.

Classrooms looked very different this year: empty at first, then with only a teacher and 
scattered students present. Many students participated via their Chromebooks throughout 
the school year.

The Class of 2021 celebrated its 
graduation in three separate ceremonies, held 

outdoors on a windy Saturday in early June 
2021. The multiple, shortened ceremonies 

allowed for graduates and guests to have room 
to sit with the recommended amount of distance 

inbetween.
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    ALUMS/RETIREES       A LOOK BACK: CLASS OF 2021 VIKING SCHOLARS

The H-F Viking Scholars are students in the top 1% academically from the Class of 2021, based upon 
their weighted cumulative grade-point average. They are listed here alphabetically.
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         A LOOK BACK: 2021-22 SCHOOL YEAR

The 2021-22 school year 

featured students and staff 

returning to campus full time, 

while following the necessary 

guidelines for pandemic safety. 

Masks, extra lunchrooms and 

COVID testing became part 

of the “new normal.” Vikings 

thrived as they enjoyed being 

with their friends, teachers, 

teammates & coaches 

once again.
The first full-class graduation ceremony since 2019 took place with nearly 700 graduates on 
May 29, 2022, at H-F Stadium.

New Band uniforms in more 
than a decade were debuted at 
Friday night football games at 

H-F Stadium.

In-person performanc-
es — including Disney’s  

The Lion King, Jr. — 
resumed in the Mall 

Auditorium.

Group Interpretation made good 
use of the new Performing Arts 

Center.

Homecoming Spirit Week 
brought a new tradition to 
campus: door decorating.

ZiZi Ugwuanyi became the 
latest H-F artist to have her 

artwork displayed at the U.S. 
Capitol building, as her Wom-
en of the Castle was selected 

by U.S. Congresswoman Robin 
Kelly.

This was a transition year for 
the H-F administrative team, as 
Dr. Von Mansfield retired after 

21 years with the district 
and helped prepare Dr. Scott 
Wakeley to take the lead as 
superintendent for 2022-23.
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         A LOOK BACK: 2019-20 SCHOOL YEAR              A LOOK BACK: CLASS OF 2022 VIKING SCHOLARS
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The H-F Viking Scholars are students in the top 1% academically from the Class of 2022, based upon 
their weighted cumulative grade-point average. They are listed here alphabetically.



         A LOOK BACK: STATE CHAMPIONS

ARIEL DAVIS
This Class of 2020 alumna topped 
the competition in the IHSA State 
Speech Tournament in the Humor-
ous Interpretation category with 
her performance of Big Momma & 
‘Em. She attends the U. of Southern 
California. 

Congratulations to the newest H-F IHSA State Champions!

JACK WILLIAMS
This Class of 2020 alumnus cap-
tured his second consecutive IHSA 
State Championship in Boys’ Div-
ing in February 2020! Jack com-
peted at State all of his four years 
as a Viking. Jack is now the first 
three-time diving medalist in the 
program’s history, and the first div-
er from H-F to win two titles. Jack 
attends the U. of Pennsylvania.

ADEERA HARRIS & 
STARR HOLLIS
This H-F Speech Class of 2021 
power pair brought home 1st Place 
from IHSA State in spring 2021 in 
the Dramatic Duet Acting catego-
ry with their performance of Final 
Placement. Adeera attends Syracuse 
U., and Starr attends Rutgers U.

ANA-LIESE TORIAN
Ana-Liese is a back-to-back and two-time 
State Champion Hurdler in Girls’ Track! 
She captured 1st Place in the 100m Hurdles 
in 2021, and 1st Place in the 100m & 300m 
Hurdles at the 2022 State Final. She will 
graduate with the Class of 2023.

ATTALIA 
WATSON- 
CASTRO

Attalia made 
H-F history 

in 2022 as the 
school’s first 

Wrestling 
State Cham-

pion. She 
brought home 

1st Place at 
135 lb. from 

the inaugural IHSA Girls’ Wrestling 
State Final. She will graduate in 2023.

EMMA 
MURPHY
This Class of 2021 
alumna brought 
home 1st Place 
in Newspaper 
Design from the 
IHSA State Jour-
nalism Final. She 
is studying at the 
U. of Illinois.

12                                                     SUMMER 2022

TAJI MATHIS 
AKINREMI, 

ROBERT SCOTT, 
JOHN GORE & 

OLUSOGA ADEYIGA
This talented relay team 

from Boys’ Track brought 
home 1st Place in the 4x100 Relay at the IHSA State Meet in June 2022. 
John & Robert will be seniors this year, Olusoga is now a junior, and Taji 

will attend Eastern Illinois U. this fall.
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        A LOOK FORWARD: NEW ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM                           A LOOK BACK: STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT

• AVA JONES became the third Viking 

(JAIRA STANLEY in 2019; JOY WOODS 

in 2018) to be nominated as Best Actress 

by Broadway in Chicago for the Illinois 

High School Musical Theatre Awards. She 

was nominated for her role of Donna in 

the fall production of Mama Mia!

• KAITLYN JACKSON (Florida A&M 

U.) & JOHN RUSSELL (U. of Southern 

California) received Leaders & Achievers 

Scholarships from the Comcast NBCUni-

versal Foundation.

•  LIBBY BRANSKY won Best of Show: 

Painting at the Illinois High School Art 

Exhibition held at the Bridgeport Art 

Center, and MAGGIE BAUER received 

Best in Show at the Prairie State College 

High School Art Exhibition.

• BRIANNA BRIDGES was admitted to 

Brown U.’s Liberal Medical Education pro-

gram, which provides students an 8-year 

combined baccalaureate-M.D. medical 

program.

•  HALEY SAWYER & DAVID WINICKY 

were selected to participate in the ILMEA 

All-State Honors Chorus.

•  JONATHAN KRIARAKIS was award-

ed a WGA Chick Evans Scholarship to 

Northwestern U.

•  DARROW RICHMOND performed in 

the All-State production of Aida.

•  Retiring teachers & staff members this 

year were: DONNA BRUMFIELD (IA); 

ROSS HOWATT (PE); KAREN LOCK-

WOOD (Curriculum & Instruction); 

KAREN MANCIONE (Deans); BRIAN 

MCCARTHY (Science); LYNN RAIS-

ER (Business); LORI ROSSI (Library); 

DOREEN SANDERSON (Science); 

DR. NANCY SPANIAK (Curriculum & 

Instruction); and JOSE TORRES (Opera-

tions). • 

Class of 2020 Notes
• ALEXANDRIA PORTER was undefeated 

at the National Speech & Debate Associa-

tion Tournament and had qualified for the 

NSDA National Tournament for the third 

consecutive year.

• GRACE ANDERSON, CHAD READEY 

& TAYLOR WASHINGTON were this 

year’s National Merit Scholarship recipi-

ents. They attend Bradley U., Northwest-

ern U. and Purdue U., respectively.

• CHARLOTTE MCMANUS received Sil-

ver Key recognition in the 2021 Scholastic 

Writing Awards.

• SERENA DETERMAN, SAVANNAH 

HOLLY & ADAM KRAMER received 

summer internships with Exelon Gener-

ation through H-F’s College Engineering 

program.

• ARJUN PATEL received a $40,000 schol-

arship to North Carolina State U. from 

the College Board as part of its Complete 

Your Journey Opportunity Scholarship 

program.

• ALEXANDER WALLACE accepted a 

full-tuition Posse Foundation scholarship 

to DePauw U.

• BRANDON EDDY won 1st Place in the  

National Federation of Press Women’s 

National Contest in the Live Radio/TV 

Interview category for his interview with 

a recovered COVID-19 patient.

•  Retiring teachers & staff members this 

year were: JILL BONAVIA-GALLIGANI 

(Fine Arts/English); CRAIG BUZEA (PE); 

MARY CORRADETTI (Deans); TAMMY 

GREEN (Special Education); CATHERINE 

LITES (IT); ROBIN NETTLES (Athletics); 

MICHELLE PIPER (Science); GARY POS-

ING (IT); REGGIE RIETVELD (Deans); 

and RUTH STRUGALA (Guidance). •

Class of 2021 Notes
• MAGGIE CUTRARA received the Jan 

Nolting Female Athlete of the Year Award,  

and JUSTIN THOMAS received the Cal 

Mall Male Athlete of the Year Award — 

both awards hadn’t been given out since 

2019.

• DAVID GIBEK & CARTER LANGSTON 

were this year’s National Merit Finalists, 

earning scholarships to the college of 

their choice: U. of Illinois - Urbana and 

The Ohio State U., respectively.

• Receiving full-tuition Posse Founda-

tion Scholarships this year were: MIA 

KNOX (Oberlin College) and WYNTON 

WRIGHT (U. of Wisconsin - Madison).

• KYLA EMORY was selected as a 2022 

Bank of America Student Leader, through 

which she held a summer internship and 

attended a Student Leadership Summit.

• CHARLIE KNETL earned the first chair 

Tuba spot in the ILMEA All-State Band.

• JANET AMUH was awarded 1st Place 

in the Youth category of the 2022 Black 

Creativity Juried Art Exhibition at the 

Museum of Science & Industry for the 

second consecutive year.

• SOFIA MAGAN & ZANIYA WALKER 

competed in Fencing at the Junior Olym-

pics, held in Salt Lake City in February.

•  Retiring teachers & staff members this 

year were: LISA BAKER (Math); PATTY 

BOYD (Special Education); LIONEL CE-

SAR (World Language); PEGGY CESAR 

(IA); PAULA CRAWFORD (PE); CATHY 

FREDERICKSON (Special Education); 

JANE HARPER (Library); TAMMY HUNT-

ER (Reading); DR. VON MANSFIELD 

(Superintendent); JANET MARKS (CTE); 

PAM PINNOW (Social Science); LYNN 

SCANLON (Math); JANINE STROEMER 

(English); TONY SVOZIL (Science); 

DUANE VAN SLYKE (Special Education) 

and TOM WAGNER (Operations). •

Class of 2022 Notes



        ALUMNI UPDATE

Even during our most trying times, H-F alumni were seeking ways to remain 
connected to the school and to each other. Here are a few of those stories:

(1) Last fall Barbara Jacobson 

Dutton hosted a sweet gathering of 
girlfriends from the Class of 1977. 
They are: Meg Rellis Aimone, 

Barbara Jacobson Dutton, Jill 

Sevelow, Kyle Potterton Arrivo 
& Denise Bruno Fletcher. 

(2) Social distancing became the 
way to host events last summer 
when Phil Simpson, ’05, decided to 
gather some fellow Viking alumni 
for an afternoon of family fun. Phil 
is a former Viking football player 
and food entrepreneur who a tireless 
promoter of all things H-F.

(3) The Class of 1971’s reunion 
was a success with 200 alumni and 
guests in attendance at Ravisloe 
Country Club. This class not only 
punched up on the reunion atten-
dance, but also on their dedication 
to raising money in support of H-F 
student scholarships. Kudos to the 
reunion committee — including 
Chairman Michael Greenman, 

Jerry Jurewicz, Bobbie Biolchin 

Fiedler, Jayme Bednarczyk, 

Nancy Ripling Buchko, Jim 

Groves, Rick Neufeld, John 

Wolfson, Karla McKechnie Oost, 

Steve Hahn & Laurz Segal — for 
raising nearly $15,000! Attendees 
shown are: Laurz Segal, Wes 

Hamilton, Linda Vik Hamilton, 

Nancy Ripling Buchko, Lisa Dib-

bern & Rick Delis.

(4) Some alumni meetups were more 
casual. Three Vikings who all coinci-
dentally work for the NBA Champi-
on Golden State Warriors team met 
up recently for lunch in California. 
David Kelly, ’88, was just named 
Chief Business Officer for the newly 
launched Golden State Entertain-
ment (GSE) Corporation. He also 
works as the Warriors’ Chief Legal 
Officer. David Fatoki, ’11, is the 
new General Manager of the War-
riors’ developmental league team, 
the Santa Cruz Warriors. Joining 
them for lunch was RJ Peacock, 
’15, who works in the Warriors’ 
group ticket sales office.

(5) Professional artist Erik Lund-

quist, ’08, used some pandemic 
time to leave his mark - literally - at 
H-F. He designed and painted a 
mural in the new Visual Arts wing 
in South Building. The final project 
took a week to complete with paint-
ing assistance from current H-F 
student-artists. The murals were 
revealed to the community during 
an open house in May 2022. •

Stay in touch! Contact Ann Cherry, 
Director of Alumni Relations & 

Development, at 708-335-5530, 
acherry@hf233.org.

(1) Class of 1977

(2) Summer fun

(3) Class of 1971

(4) Golden State Vikings
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                                                                      ALUMNI UPDATE

(Top to bottom, left to right): Former Broadway star of the original New York cast of Hamilton, AUSTIN 

SMITH, ’05, is back with a role in the FX series, Kindred.   •   NEHEMIAH KEY, ’19, has joined the inaugural 

2021 class of The Ohio State U.’s Patti Grace Smith Fellowship for African American students in Aerospace 

Engineering. Nehemiah has secured a summer 2022 internship at L3Harris 

Technologies as a System Engineering Intern.   •   AMBER FRIENDLY, ’01, has a 

recurring role (Layla Bell) on Apple TV+’s series, The Morning Show.   •   After com-

pleting her degree in Atmospheric, Oceanic & Environmental Science at UCLA, 

MELINDA BERMAN, ’18, was recently selected for the NASA Future Investigators 

in NASA Earth and Space Science & Technology program to research se-

vere thunderstorm tops that overshoot into the stratosphere.  •   Current 

Broadway star JOY WOODS, ’18, recently performed on stage during the 

live Tony Awards Show, which aired on CBS this June. Joy’s current role is 

Catherine Parr in the New York cast of Six.  •   On bookstore shelves near 

you is a book by CHRIS HERRING, ’05. His book, Blood in the Garden: The 

Flagrant History of the ‘90s New York Knicks, is a look back at the fabled ‘90s 

Knicks team.  •   SHARDAA GRAY, ’06, has returned to Chicago as a new 

hire at WBBM-Channel 2 as a full-time reporter.  •   RANDY 

MERKIN, ’88, attempts to condense his vibrant radio career 

as a producer of numerous sports shows in a peek behind the 

scenes in his book, Behind the Glass: Stories from a Sports Radio 

Producer. Randy is the Operations Manager at ESPN 1000 and 

Executive Producer on ESPN’s Waddle & Silvy show. •
Here are some upcoming events where you connect with each other and H-F! H-F alumni can register for the 

Hidden Gem Half-Marathon for a discounted rate using the code “Vikings” at registration.
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AUGUST
16 ............D233 Board of Education
              Meeting, 7:30 p.m.
17 ............ First day & orientation for
              freshmen & transfer students
18 ............All students attend school

OCTOBER
1 ..............Children’s Play, 2 p.m.
2 ..............Unified Soccer Invitational
5 .............. Yom Kippur: School Closed
9 ..............H-F Golf Outing
10 ............ Indigenous Peoples’ Day:
              School Closed
13 ............ Bandarama Concert, 8 p.m.
16 ............ Fall Orchestra Concert, 2 p.m.
................. Fall Choir Concert, 6 p.m.
17 ............College Night, 6:30 p.m.
18 ............D233 Board of Education  
              Meeting, 7:30 p.m.
19 ............HBCU Night, 7 p.m.
22 ............Debate Invitational
27 ............ Parent-Teacher Conferences
28 ............ Institute Day: No Classes
29 ............Speech Invitational

Please visit us online at
HFHighSchool.org and follow us on 

Twitter @HFHS59 for the latest 
happenings on and around campus!

Homewood-Flossmoor Community 

High School District 233

999 Kedzie, Flossmoor, IL 60422

POSTAL CUSTOMER

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

DISTRICT 233 BOARD OF EDUCATION

President
Gerald Pauling, 
’85

Steve 
Anderson

Michelle 
Hoereth

Pam  
Jackson

Nathan 
Legardy, 

’89

SEPTEMBER
1 .............. Back-to-School Night, 6:30 p.m.
2 .............. Institute Day: No Classes
5 .............. Labor Day: School Closed
13 ............ Tri-M Induction Recital, 7:30 p.m.
20 ............D233 Board of Education
              Meeting, 7:30 p.m.
23 ............Homecoming Football Game
24 ............Homecoming Dance
29-30 ......Children’s Play, 7 p.m.

Vice President 
/ Secretary
Debbie L. 

Berman, ’84

Cynthia 
Turnquest

Dr. Scott
Wakeley 

Superintendent




